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Kia Ora Koutou,

Welcome to 2020.  What a start to the year!  It is wonderful to see all the students 
back with smiles on their faces and ready to learn.  Thank you for your 
communication during the flood days.  I will send messages out through the skool 
loop app so please make sure that you have joined the parent group that we have 
set up.  You should have an email about this.  

It is wonderful to have Mel Taylor on the teaching team this year.  She is in the 
school five days a fortnight.  We are trying to keep the programme as settled as 
possible.  If you have any questions please contact me and we can talk it through.  
Vanessa is now working each day.  This is in line with the accord by principals that 
their will be more than one adult in the school each day. I have set aside the time 
8:30 - 9am if you would like a meeting or to pop into the classroom to chat.  Please 
remember these chats need to be appropriate for little ears to hear so if you have a 
complaint or a concern please make an appointment. 

We have a new maths homework programme that will be sent home on Monday.  I 
will send further information in the homework books.  

A reminder our new break times this year are - start time 9am - 10am where we 
will now have fruit/milk break.  10- 11am class-time, then we will then have 
morning tea at 11am.  Class time from 11:25 to 12:45 then Lunch until 1:30pm, 
with school finishing at 3pm.   We will be having two assemblies this term.  This is 
a time for the students to share what has been happening in the classroom and 
celebrate their learning.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
Ngā mihi 
Jacqui Dillon

NEWSLETTERS - These will go out on a Thursday as normal, and we will always 
let you know if that changes for any reason.  We have decided to send home a paper 
copy to each family this year as well as an email copy.  We hope this way all parents 
will see at least one copy each week.  Our newsletter is the most informative way we 
communicate with our parent community, and we would appreciate you taking the 
time to read through it thoroughly so you do not miss anything.  It will also be on our 
Skool Loop App, so don’t forget to sign up to that.  Vanessa sent all parents 



information on Tuesday about logging in to the new Skool Loop group that has been 
created.  Thanks to those that replied to her email saying they had successfully followed 
the instructions to join that group.  We ask that those who have not done so yet please 
do, otherwise you will no longer receive our communications.

We encourage all children to bring their own set of headphones please for use with 
devices at school. We do have some sets at school but not enough for everyone.  We 
also ask that children have gym shoes each day for practicing athletics leading up to 
the West Otago Athletics day.

STATIONERY -  was given out to your child on the first 
day of school.   This will be put on your child’s account 
and an invoice will be sent home at the end of each term if 
necessary.  This year we are adding a one off fee of $10 
to cover glue sticks and rubbers as they will just be a class set rather than each 
individual child’s item.  If you would like to set up an automatic payment for stationery 
and uniform costs our school bank account number is Westpac 03 0915 0249832 00.  
Please remember to put your child’s name as a reference.

UNIFORM - If your child is needing any new uniform pieces please phone Vanessa 
at the office so she can either order these or find you some second hand pieces here at 
school.  Please advise when you phone, of your preference.  The children need this 
uniform for the Athletics on 25th February.  More Information will come out closer to 
the time about the organisation for this event but as always we need parent help to run 
the long jump event.  We are hoping that all parents will be able to help throughout the 
day as we need 6 people for each round.  Junior parents would be able to help from late 
morning when the junior sports are finished.

SUNHATS - are to be worn for Terms One and Four and they must be a brimmed 
sunhat.  Also singlet and spaghetti strap tops need something over the top if children are 
outside in the sun.  We do have sunscreen here at school for children to use but if you 
have special preference of the brand of sunscreen please send your own along.  It is a 
good idea to put sunscreen on in the morning before school.

Vests are expected to be worn by all children arriving to and from 
school, even if you are arriving by car.  Please take care of these vests 
and be aware of the number written in black pen.  All of the children 
were issued with a school one on our first day of school. 

We will do Library on Wednesday each fortnight.  Your children brought books home 
yesterday so we ask that each fortnight they bring those books back in a separate bag to 
their school bag.  It can just be a shopping bag, nothing special, but with their name on 
it and books inside for returning.  Lost books will incur a charge to your account.

              



A reminder that if your child is absent from school you must ring/text or use the 
absence function on the skool loop app the school by 9.30am, to let us know the 
reason for the absence.  This is in accordance with with the Ministry of Education 
guidelines surrounding absence and Truancy.
Also if you have to come down to the school to drop off forgotten items or 
lunch etc, pop into the office first so we know you are there.  In line with Health 
and Safety laws, we need to be aware of all visitors on school grounds at all times.   
Remember to let us know of any changes to the afternoon bus run.  If you could do 
this before 2:30 that would be fantastic. 

If you still have your child’s portfolio at home, please sign and return it to school.                 
Happy birthday

                                To Flynn who turned 9 on 6th January
To Millah who turned 6 on 5th February
To Hollie who turned 9 on 11th February

LUCKY BOOK CLUB
Please find attached the first brochure for 2020.  
Please have all orders in to School by next Thursday 
20th February.  Orders can be placed online, or sent 
along to school in a named envelope with either the 
correct cash or a cheque made payable to Scholastic New Zealand.

COMING EVENTS

                                                  

                                                                                        
      

   

Term 1
2020

Date/s Student/Community events Any help with the 
events?

Week 3 Tues 18th Feb Golf Tournament Meeting 7:30pm at school All parents
Week 4 Tues 25th Feb West Otago Athletics Day - Tapanui All parents
Week 5 Mon 2nd - 6th 

March
Swimming each day

Week 6 Mon 9th - 13th 
March
Sun 15th March

Swimming each day

Golf Tournament All parents 
Week 7 Fri 20th March Teacher Only Day - School Closed for 

instruction
Week 8 Mon 23rd March

Tues 24th March
Otago Anniversary Day - School Closed
Sports Activator

Week 9 Fri 3rd April Sports Activator
Week 10 Thursday 9th April Last Day of Term One
Term 2
2020

Date/s Student/Community events Any help with the 
events?

Week 1 Tues 28th April First day of Term Two



Here are some photos of the children playing the new maths games that Mrs 
Crawford has made for them.  They are all really enjoying learning how to play them 
and all the while learning great maths strategies and problem solving!


